ARCHITECTURAL STYLES OF THE OXFORD HISTORIC DISTRICT

Federal Styvle (1780 — 1830) — Named for the new republic, this style rejects much of the Georgian
decoration but retains its symmetry and details, including pilaster framed entrances, fanlights, and
sidelights. The style is light and delicate. Columned porticoes and porches are typical. The Taylor-
McClanahan house on College Street is an example.
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Greek Revival Style (1820 — 1860) — This style incorporates the elements of classical Greek

architecture; the column, pilaster, gabled pediment, proportion, and symmetry. Greek Revival
structures exhibit unadorned simplicity with white smooth exteriors. The Kingsbury house on High
Street is the best example in Oxford of this style.
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Italianate (1845 — 1880) — This style is characterized by asymmetrical massing with low gable or
hipped roofs which are often not visible, and wide eaves supported by decorative brackets. The
Roger O. Gregory house on College Street is the best example of this style in Oxford.
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Second Empire Style (1870 — 1880) — The high mansard roof with a curb around the top of the
visible slopes and dormer windows distinguishes this style. Elaborate chimneys, projecting pavilions,
undulating fagade, and classical ornamentation contribute to a lively three-dimensional effect. The
former St. Stephens Episcopal Rectory on Rectory Street is an example of this style.
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Queen Anne Stvle (1875 — 1890) — The most Victorian Style, characterized by exuberant and

irregular massing, a variety of color and texture, tall thin chimneys, multiple gables with complex
roof shapes, and irregular silhouettes. Details are small in scale and of a decorative nature. The
Erwin-Baird house on College Street represents this style.
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Eastlake Style: (1875 — 1890) — This Victorian style is similar to the Stick Style and Queen Anne
except for its three-dimensional scrollwork and gingerbread, including rows of spindles, turned posts
and balusters, circular decorative motifs, and curved brackets. This style is based on designs by
English architect Charles L. Eastlake. The Hundley-Cannady house on College Street represents this
style.
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Colonial Revival Stvle (1900 — 1920) - The two-and-a-half-story. frame Horner House is an

example of this style. Its front porch is topped by a triangular pediment support on fluted columns.
Mirroring this treatment are its three front dormers which are adorned with pilasters and broken
pediments. Columns and pilasters are also found inside at the transversal arch of the hall.
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Dutch Colonial Revival (1920 — 1940) — The gambrel roof and parapeted gable ends characterize

this style which is a variant of the Colonial Revival. The Hancock house on West Front Street is an
example.

Historic District Principles and Design Guidelines Page 20



Classical Revival (1890 — 1925) — This style incorporated classical elements including Doric. Ionic.
and Corinthian columns, pedimented porticoes, and strict symmetry. The R. G Lassiter house on
Gilliam Street exemplifies this style.
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Bungalow (1895 — 1930) — A small. typically single-story house with low sweeping lines and a font
porch was derived from the Hindu name “bangla,” meaning traveler’s rest house. Bungalows
normally feature two gables, one over the front porch and other on the side of the house. The porch
is often supported by columns on piers. Numerous examples are along Front Street.

R

S ENHEHEEEOEY

Historic District Principles and Design Guidelines Page 22



Minimal Traditional Style (Colonial Revival) (1935 to Present) — These homes are small, simply
adorned, and primarily brick-veneered. Roof pitches are low or intermediate and eaves are close.
There is normally at least one front gable. They were commonly built prior to and after World War
[I. The Marie Hunt House on Coggeshall St. (1945) is a good examples of this style.
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